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From Chattanooga, January 24, 1864, Major-General
John M. Palmer writes:

I saw Grant yesterday and had a conversation with him.
Peace-at-any-price men would have a hard bargain in him as
their candidate. He is a soldier and, of course, regards negroes
at their value as military materials. He has just enough senti-
ment and humanity about him to make him a careful general,
and he esteems men, black or white, as too valuable to be
wasted. He does not desire to be a candidate for the Presi-
dency; prefers his present theatre of service to any other. Nor
will the officers of the army willingly give him up. He has no
enemies, and it is very difficult to understand how he can have
any. He is honest, brave, frank, and modest. Is perfectly will-
ing that his subordinates shall win all the reputation and glory
possible; will help them when he can, with the most unselfish
earnestness. He demands no adulation, and gives credit for
every honest effort, and if efforts are unsuccessful he has the
sense, and the sense of justice, to understand the reasons for
failure and to attach to them their proper importance. Nobody
is jealous of Grant and he is jealous of no one. He is not a great
man. He is precisely equal to his situation. His success has
been wonderful and must be attributed, I think, to his fine
common sense and the faculty he possesses in a wonderful
degree of making himself understood. I do not think he will
be anybody's candidate for the Presidency this time, but after
that his stock will be at a premium for anything he wants. Mr,
Lincoln is popular with the army, and will, as far as the soldiers
can vote, beat anything the Copperheads can start. No civil-
ian or mere book-making general can get votes in the army
against him.

J. K. Dubois, Springfield, January 30, says:

We are receiving daily old regiments who are re^nlisting and
are sent home on furlough for thirty days to see their friends
and recruit. This is very damaging to the Copperhead crew of
our state. They swear and groan over this fact, for they have
preached and affirmed that the soldiers were held in subjection
by their officers, and that as soon as their time was up they
would show their officers and the President that they wouldiir in ever
